In April 2018, the Interreg MED Programme organized its mid-term event in Rome “Made in MED. Crafting the future Mediterranean”. 

From 18th to 19th of April about 800 people met to showcase projects results and to discuss the future of the Mediterranean region. Many partners of the Efficient Buildings Community’s projects participated to the event.

The first day was mainly dedicated to the communities, which had the chance to highlight their approaches towards the main challenges of the Mediterranean area: climate change, blue economy opportunities and inclusiveness of growth. 
For the Efficient Buildings Community in particular, led by MEDNICE and represented on stage by Maxime CACCIUTOLO HEIDEL, Euromed cities Network, this was the moment to put under the spotlight the modular projects’ contributions towards climate change mitigation. Modular projects are supporting local authorities across the Mediterranean to find ways to reduce public buildings’ energy consumption: integrated information systems that help identify the best technology and scale for refurbishment projects; energy performance contract (EPC) financial models that allow to design bankable investments; training modules to increase public authorities’ capability to take advantage of such tools. 

The Efficient Buildings Community had also a dedicated stand in the exhibition area where representatives of horizontal and modular projects showcased the main results of their projects. 

During the second day, the floor was left to representatives of European institutions and national governments, who discussed the current policies and the future governance of the Mediterranean area, highlighting the role of transnational cooperation to power up the transition towards a sustainable and inclusive growth. Local experiences from modular projects can be part of this process, but more commitment is needed in order to bring them to the higher decision-making level. 

The event managed to create a very stimulating atmosphere for a lively exchange and cross-fertilization across the various Med Communities. The exhibition proved a unique occasion to experience first-hand what communities are doing and prompted participants towards obvious and not-so-obvious pattern of cooperation. The plenary panel discussion highlighted, from different angles and perspectives, the importance of this joint effort. 

The Efficient Buildings Community’s contribution to this event was very much in line with this inter-community collaborative approach, as demonstrated by its concrete commitment to joining forces with the Renewable Energy Community to advocate for modular projects’ energy policy -related requests. The two communities together co-organized a joint side-event on the 17th of April. It was the occasion for all the modular projects to exchange their experiences and their opinions, finding new synergies across the two communities in terms of policies, business-models and inclusiveness.
 It has been a fruitful and positive experience and the two communities agreed to replicate this format, co-organizing a joint annual congress on the 18th and 19th of October in Ljubljana.


Opening of the ceremony : Agnès RAMPAL, Deputy Chair of the Euromed Cities Network
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